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INCORPORATION 


The most important item I wish to mention is the proposal to incorporate 
thé Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and the related Notice of Motion for 
the August General Meeting on page 12. Because the Associations 
Incorporation Act requires that the proposal has to be approved by 

more than 50% of the membership (as distinct from those present ata — 
meeting), it will be necessary to conduct a postal ballot, because of our 
rather large non-attending membership. Proxy voting forms will be included 
with the September Whirrakee, but this will achieve very little unless a 
high percentage are actually returned. It is therefore very important that, 
if you will not be present at the September meeting, you look for and fill 
out and return the proxy form in the September issue, indicating your vote 
on this very important matter. 


The September issue of Whirrakee will be posted a week earlier than usual, 
to allow more time for return of the proxy forms. Subscription renewal 
reminders will also be included, so members can save postage, and return 
both items together. Contributors to Whirrakee should note that the 
deadline for articles will be the date of the August General Meeting, 

i.e. August 8, although notices will be accepted up till the date of the 
Committee Meeting, which is August 15. i 


Your Committee has worked long and hard. on the task of preparing a set of 
Rules which is in accordance with the Act, while being based as closely as 
possible on the existing B.F.N.C. Constitution. However, the opportunity 

has been taken to make a complete review, the first since 1967, which has 
resulted in inserting clauses covering items not provided for at present, 
removing some anomalies, inconsistencies and duplication, and setting it 

out in a more systematic way. There have been unavoidable delays in 
producing copies of the proposed Rules, but copies should be available at 

the August. General Meeting, and copies will be placed in the Bendigo Regional 
Library, and in the B.F.N.C. Library at the Department of Agriculture, Epsom. 


Members are urged to avail themselves of the opportunity to study, and 
comment on, the proposed Rules. Comments should be with the committee by 
their meeting on August 15, because at that meeting the Committee will be 
having a final look at the Rules before endorsing them for recommendation 
to the members of the B.F.N.C. as the Rules to be adopted if the Club 
decides to incorporate. 


NOMINATIONS 

Members are reminded that nominations for Office Bearers and Committee 
Members for the 1984/1985 Club year are due at the August General Meeting, 
as our Constitution requires one month's notice prior to the Annual General 
Meeting in September. In the last couple of years, nomination forms have 
gone out with the August Whirrakee, but since no one actually used one 
prior to the August meeting, the Committee decided to save money, and not 
to send forms out this year. However, if any member unable to be at the 
August meeting wishes to make a nomination they can make it in writing, 
as long as they have a signature indicating consent of the nominee, and 
they ensure that it reaches the Secretary by August 8. 


GREEN NEWSLETTERS = ie, 

Thanks to Dick Levy and Bill Holsworth for further copies of the 'Green 
Newsletter'. All I need now is one copy of October 1977, and arrangements 
can then be made for sending a set to the National Library in Canberra, 
and binding a club set in some appropriate manner. 


Eric Wilkinson, President and Editor. 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo | 


A GARDEN IN THE BUSH, CREATED BY MOTHER NATURE - 
A GARDEN IN THE BUSH, CREATED BY MOTHER NATURE 


Where "Lanigera" means "Woolly" and "Plumosa" is "Bearded". 
We take a walk in mid June 1984, © ‘2 


How often do we read or hear the quotation - "Where the golden wattle 
blooms"? I know of no other spot that the above deseribes:-so well, as a 
small area of bushland that lies between Milkmaid Flat and the Spring Gully 
Reservoir. This area is the habitat of a number of our rarer plant species, 
and a visit to this spot between mid April and early July is always 
rewarding. The surrounding bush, otherwise rather drab at this time of the 
year, is actually lit up with the glowing yellow blooms of the Woolly Wattle, 
Acacia lanigera, . called "Woolly" because of the woolly appearance of the 
new growth. I believe that this small shrub, maximum height five feet, 
usually smaller, has blooms that are a brighter gold than the Golden Wattle, 
Acacia pycnantha, but of course not so prolific. 


On a visit to this area in 1982, I had grave fears that this lovely little 
spot of bushland was. damaged beyond recovery, with destruction by wallabies, 
and from thé effects of the drought. However, I was very pleased to see 
that the recovery that had showed promise last June has continued. With 
young plants (it blooms when very small) and new growth on every hand, 
complete recovery seems assured, and all in the space of two years. 


Having cut lunches and lcaded vaccies back in the car, we had decided to 
make a full day of it. Some people are lucky! On that lovely sunny morning 
with a béautiful sunny day to follow, such as only Bendigo can turn on in 
mid-winter, we strolled on. 


With good rainfall in January, and again in March, (indeed, in spite of all 
the forebodings of another drought, the first six months of rainfall was 

up to our average) we saw evidence of good recovery on every hand. 

Our Bendigo Waxie, Eriostemon verrucosus, was abundant, in numbers of 
plants, new growth and promise of good bloom in the’ spring. 


Just as this area is the only stand of Woolly Wattle in our area, so it is. 
also the best local area for the Shining Guinea Flower, Hibbertia obtusifolia, 
that small, low growing shrub with large, shining yellow bloom, the size 

of a twenty cent piece. This species was also showing great signs of a 
bountiful recovery in numbers, new growth and:promise of good bloom, 


A pleasant surprise was the finding of several mature plants of the Tall — 
Greenhood, Pterostylis longifolia, in full bloom. A number of juvenile 
plants were also noted at various spots during our walk. Generally this 
greenhood gathers in loose colonies of perhaps six or eight plants, and 
so it proved to be during the course of our day's ramble. Noted also were 
several rather faded plants of Tiny Greenhood, Pterostylis parviflora, — 
with a couple showing the last flower still open. 


Still another rare species for our area was observed, as yet, not in flower, 
but showing promise, and good growth. It was that beautiful, showy Bush 
Pea, Dillwynia glaberina. This plant makes a beautiful show, with thick 
masses of yellow-red pea-likeflowers. A densely growing shrub, to a maximum 
of five feet (1.5 m) I once heard a Melbourne visitor, whom we were 

showing around, exclaim on first sighting a patch of this beauty, 


"Look, a garden in the bush!" 


y, 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


We also saw many well grown plants of that other lovely pea-like flower, 
Dillwynia sericea, formerly called floribunda. This one bears its lovely 
red and yellow flowers in terminal bunches, and as there were many fresh 
growing long leads on the bushes, we considered that there would be a good 
show of blooms in the spring. The demure red upright bells of Cranberry 
Heath, Astroloma humifusum were showing in numerous places as we wound our 
leisurely way to the fenced in area, where yet another of our rarer species 
grows, Boronia anemonifolia. This was well budded and showing some signs of 
spreading, as was evidenced by the young plants outside the fence, 


While in the Boronia enclosure we visited the large, robust plant of 
Grampians Thryptomene calycina, planted there by our friend and member, 
Frank Robbins, some years ago. This plant has reached proportions to equal 
any I have seen in the Grampians, A plant I have never been able to grow 
successfully in the garden, it was thriving out there in the bush, without 
care or additional water. 


Another specimen planted by Frank nearby, is the Whipstick variety of | 
Acacia flexifolia, the Bent Leaf Wattle which has reached robust proportions 
and was in full bloom. An experiment instigated by Peter Ellis, to see if it 
were possible to re-establish the Double form of Eriostemon verrucosus 

in the bush, has, in this case, proved successful. The specimen which I 
helped him plant some years ago, has survived the drought, and is now in 
good heart and showing many large pink buds. 


While in the area we decided to hunt for signs of the Bearded Greenhood which 
I knew to grow in the vicinity, and after a short while, sure enough, there 
were the basal leaves of Pterostylis plumosa, formerly called P. barbata 
(I-liked the old name better, "barbata'" sounds more like "bearded" than 
"plumosa" does). Well advanced were the fresh green, loose leafed rosettes, 
already beginning to rise up the flower stem. This is another rare species for 
the area. In fact, I have yet to see it growing anywhere in our district, 
except to the south of the One Tree Hill Watershed. Our cover photo is one 
taken by Reg. Smart of P. plumosa at this same locality. | 


So we wound our leisurely way back to the car, through some lovely unspoiled 
bushland, noting on all sides signs of remarkable recovery from the drought 
conditions. ; ' 


A short run in the car of a couple of kilometres brought us to an area © 

which has two more rare species. I refer to firstly, Eriostemon pungens, 

the Prickly Waxflower. This patch of rare flora (there are only two 
locations listed for the North Central Study Area, the other area being in 
Timor Forest ) was fenced off some years ago. However the fence has since been 
removed by parties unknown. There were plenty of healthy plants, but no 

sign of flowers at this time of year. The second rare species in this 
vicinity is the Shrub Violet, Hybanthus florabundus, which was in full 

bloom. Crowded onto small bushes to eighteen inches (45 coms) high were 
hundreds of demure little violet-like flowers. 


Our next stop was the habitat of the rare Dwarf Grevillea rosmarinifolia 
along the old disused water channel at -Soutn Mandurang. I was of the” 
opinion that the number of plants of this pretty, small Grevillea, peculiar 
to this area, had greatly increased since I last visited the spot. The 
bright red terminal bunches of flowers were just coming into bloom, and | 
showed in good contrast to the greyish green foliage, on stems up to twelve 
inches (30 cms) high. More young plants of the Tall Greenhood were observed 
in this area, also many bushes of Grevillea alpina were seen, growing tall 
and straight, as usual for that area. 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


The car was now turned for home, but we still had time to call at the One 

Tree Hill area to see how another rare species had fared this year, the 
Striped: Greenhood Pterostylis alata. We were only able to locate three or 

four flowers in the area. The White-winged Choughs had badly mauled the 

colony in their search of bulbs. There was much evidence of digging by these 
birds, On our way back to the cars we endeavoured to locate a patch of Bendigo 
Waxflower which has very-large flowers, and is peculiar to the area, but 

we found trace of only one plant. The area was badly choked with dead 

Shell Grass. I fear for the Waxflowers' survival there. 


The patch of Grevillea alpina which used to cover a nearby ridge before the 
drought was a mass of dead sticks. There were many baby plants showing but . 
it is evident that it will take some years to recover its former splendour. 
It used to be a spot much favoured by the Black-chinned Honeyeater. 


The duration of the round tour was something around five hours, with a few 
minutes out while we nibbled a few sandwiches. This would be a worthwhile 
club excursion sometime late in October, when many more species would be 
evident as they came into flower then. However at that time of year 
although we may miss "Lanigera" the "Woolly One", "Plumosa", the "Bearded" 
one would be evident, 
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BENDIGO. NATIVE PLANT GROUP 


All are welcome to the meeting of the above group being held on Friday 


the 17th of August at 7.30 pm. The venue is the Strathdale Senior Citizens 
Club Rooms situated in Crook Street, Strathdale. : 


The speaker at this meeting will be Mr Neville Scarlett, Botanist, ae 
employed under a grant from the La-Trobe University to study. the location 
and identification of Rare, Localised or Endangered Plant Species in ' 
Victoria. ie Ns 


Neville Scarlett will speak on local plants that are classified rare or 
endangered. All Welcome. : 2 
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KINGSTON'S 1985 COACH CAMPING SAFARI TOUR FOR NATURALISTS 

Brochures have been received for the 1985 22 days "Warrumbungle, Carnarvon 
Gorge-Lamington Explorer" Tour, departing Stawell on September 8, and costing 
S694, Anyone interested can obtain a brochure from Laurie Leeson, Early 
booking is advised, as the tour is expected to be a popular one, 
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MOUNT KORONG CAMPOUT, SEPTEMBER 22-23 . 
The Campsite will be at the Lands Department picnic area at the southern base 
of Mt. Korong, just off the Wedderburn-Serpentine Road. There is a small 

dam within a former gravel pit from which washing up water can be obtained, 
but drinking water should be taken. The camp is in a very attractive setting, 
with the granite peak of Mt. Korong rising directly above the camp site, 

and views across to Mt. Kooyoora. Further details of access etc will be 
published next month, as will Bob Allen's second census of the plants of 

Mt. Korong, which adds 50 species to those listed at last year's excursion. 


DUSKY WOOD-SWALLOW 
by Barbara Salter 


The Dusky Wood-swallow (Artamus cyanopterus) was once known as the 
Sordid Wood-swallow - "sordid" meaning filthy or base, but in this case the 
‘reference was to the dull colour of the plumage. In fact, the feathers are 
a most attractive velvety grey-brown, with flashes of white on wings and 
tail, and the bill a light blue-grey with dark tip. The dusky is not a 
migrant (unlike the White-browed and Masked), but is, rather, nomadic, 
moving to places where food is in good supply, and in Winter to sheltered 
areas. 


All Wood-swallows swoop and float through the air, catching insects on 
the wing. As well, insects are taken from blossom, and apparently nectar too, 
the birds clinging to foliage and probing the flowers. The sweet white _ 
waxy scale is taken from leaves. At times, they gather on the ground at 
ant nests, to eat the emerging residents, especially flying ants, often 
wiping the ant: vigorously on the ground before swallowing it. 


Recently I observed a Dusky which was perched on a stump and singing 
a sweet sub-song. It fell silent, then opened its bill, gaped wider and 
wider, until suddenly a black mete was ejected. When the bird flew off, 
I searched the ground and found the pellet, still moist, approximately 
8mm by 3mm, and consisting of pieces of black shells and legs of beetles. 
The need to regurgitate pellets of-indigestible matter must occur when the 
diet consists largely of hard-shelled creatures, and generally one would 
expect a Wood-swallow to catch small soft-bodied insects whose remains 
would be excreted. (The only other bird species which I have observed 
producing, pellets is the White-winged Chough). 


Dusky ood-swallows, cosy-locking birds, behave in a cosy fashion. 
At any time, but most eagerly on cold and Sueehsy mornings they snuggle 
and cluster. Clustering involves the gathering of a clump of birds on a 
vertical tree trunk, all packed together in a circular tight congregation, 
numbering anything from.a dozen to twenty or more. For snuggling, a line of. 
birds gathers on a horizontal branch, in the sun. Starting with a few, more’ 
join in until ten or twenty are packed tight, with odd birds popping out 
and others pushing in. A subsidiary snuggle frequently forms on an 
adjacent branch to accommodate stragglers. 


Though not generally regarded as songbirds, Dusky Wood-swallows are, 
in fact, rarely silent. In the air their plaintive calls drift down. 
When perched, the flock members keep in.touch with constant and varied 
sweet utterances, and a large moving object (i.e. human) provokes much 
querulous scolding. Sometimes a bird perched alone, in the sun, will give 
an entrancing performance. Head in air, feathers fluffed, seemingly. 
oblivious to- surrounding events, a stream of melody pours forth, not only 
from wood-swallow lore, but from other birds too. Recently I stood close 
beneath a Dusky and listened for ten minutes to the calls of Crested 
Bellbird, Rufous Whistler, Golden Whistler, Scrub Robin, Eastern Rosella, 
Fuscous Honeyeater, Striated Pardalote, and others less certainly 
recognisable, interspersed with its own calls, that issued from its. throat. 


In conclusion, it is a pleasure and relief to report that the Dusky 
Wood-swallow (unlike some species), appears to be maintaining reasonably 
good populations in the Inglewood forests. 
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CYPRESS PINES IN THE WELLSFORD FOREST 
by Jack Kellam 


During a previous club excursion to Mr Tom Read's property near Barnadown, 
Tom happened to mention that he knew a-place in the Wellsford Forest 

where "Murray Pines" were growing. That keen naturalist, Leon Ruedin, 
eventually persuaded Tom to take him to this particular place. Having 
received rough instructions from Leon as to the locality and after two 
unsuccessful, but very interesting attempts, I eventually found the pines. 
It did not take me long to realise that they were indeed not the Murray Pine 
- Callitris columellaris, but the wee related Slender Cypress Pine = 
Callitris preissii. 


The group consisted of one eee parent fee with many old cones still 
attached to the branches, and a family of 50 smaller plants ranging from 
half a metre to three metres tall. The total area occupied by the plants 
would be about 70 metres in diameter. The associated flora nearby 
consisted of Grey Box, Yellow Gum, Melaleuca decussata, Pultenaea 
pedunculata, Westringia eremicola, and many others. 


Although four or five isolated trees of Murray Pine have been known for 
many years in the Whipstick, this is the first time I have seen the Slender 
Cypress Pine so close to Bendigo, (about 15 km). The nearest. other locations 
of this species that I know of are at Serpentine, near Kingower, and 

near Mt Korong, (see Whirrakee Vol.3 No.9 and Vol.4 No. 5). 


This is also the first time I have seen seedlings of any species of 
Callitris growing in our near forests. (See also Whirrakee Vol.4 No.1l, 

re seedlings growing on private property near the Whipstick, and Vol.4 No.5, 
re seedlings in the Kingower - Inglewood area). 


A form of Callitris preissii also grows on Rottnest Island, off the south- 
west coast of W.A. where it is known as the Rottnest Island Pine. 

"Pine'', is perhaps an unfortunate name for this genus, as it does not belong 
to the pine family, Pinaceae, but to the Cupressaceae, to which Family, the 
introduced Cypress Gouspiaants species), also belongs. 


The main distinguishing features of the two species of Callitris mentioned 
above can be found in the fruits or cones. The cone scales or valves 

of C..columellaris are thin, smooth on the outside, and generally fall to 

the ground shortly after maturity. The cones of C.. preissii are larger 

(up to 25 mm diam.), the cone scales are much thicker, more or less warty 

on the outside, and remain on the tree for years after maturity. 


The Wellsford. Forest has a rich and interesting flora throughout the whole 
area, and who knows what other rare plants may be found there. 


Perhaps we are focusing our excursions too much on distant fields, and 
thus missing the enchantment of some GH our tecat areas not yet fully 
explored by naturalists. 


FUNGI IN THE GARDEN 


At the beginning of July I was most surprised to see a batch of eight 
Inky Cap fungi (Coprinus atramentarius) coming up at the edge of an area 
of compost I have. There had been very little rain so watering the heap, 
and the warmth of the heap, may have stimulated the spores to grow. 
These fungi usually appear in the garden in spring and autumn, and - 
occasionally in summer. Macdonald and Westerman in their book "A Field 
Guide to Fungi of South-eastern Australia" say these fungi are edible 
when young. 


Rod Fyffe. 
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SOUTHERN WHITEFACES IN SHELBOURNE-WOODSTOCK AREA 
by Eric Wilkinson 


The notes on the Southern Whiteface (Aphelocephala leucopsis) in last 
month's Whirrakee (p.15) included the statements that they "are not 
common", and "are often overlooked". It may therefore be of interest to 
record the fact that Whitefaces are quite common in the Shelbourne - 
Woodstock area, where I have been carrying out detailed geological mapping 
for a number of years. They are almost invariably in mixed flocks with 
Yellow-rumped Thornbills in this area, and I have never seen them with any 
other species of thornbill in the open paddock and forest margin country 
where they have become a familiar bird to me. I was surprised a few years 
“ago to read a report on an excursion to Mitiamo listing Whitefaces as a 
"highlight", but last months article shows that they are apparently not: 
regarded as common. I wonder whether this is more a reflection of a bias 
towards bird observing in more favourable habitats such as forest, river 
or swamp, rather than in cleared farmland, where the variety of birds to 
be seen is substantially lower, However, the Southern Whiteface and the 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill are two of our small native birds which seem to 
have benefited from land clearing. The Shelbourne-Woodstock area may be the 
local stronghold for Whitefaces, and they may in fact be less common in 
the other areas mentioned in the article. However, my advice would be to 
have a closer look at "little brown birds" in farmland - you may be 
surprised how often they would include Whitefaces. 
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GEM AND MINERAL EXHIBITION 


Bendigo Gem Club welcomes you to their 7th Annual display of Jewellery, 
Gemstones and Minerals at Bendigo City Hall Saturday, Sept.8th - 11.30 to 9pm 
and Sunday, Sept 9th - 10 am to 5 pm. Adults $1.50, Family $3.00 Pensioners 
and Students 80c. 
Demonstrations will include silversmithing, glassblowing and faceting. 

See the ten sections in the "Golden City Faceting Competition" where 
Australia's top facetors will compete for honours. 

On display and for sale at the many trade stalls will be opal, garnet, 
topaz, minerals, jewellery etc. Kevin Davey, one of our traders who is 
travelling the world constantly to collect new and unusual minerals, will 
have just returned in time for our show, from Brazil, Chile, Peru, Mexico, 
U.S,A., and right throughout Europe. 
Light refreshments, including home made cakes and sandwiches, will be 
available at all times. Also Saturday evening meal and Sunday luncheon. 
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SWEET QUANDONGS IN WELLSFORD FOREST by -Craig Deed 

About three years ago, while conducting research on the density of wallaby 
populations in the Wellsford Forest, I came across an unusual clump of trees 
on a ridge. I can remember puzzling over them, but in the end I forgot all 
about them. Then, recently, I invited Don Franklin out to the Wellsford Forest 
to inspect a gravel pit that I was investigating. On the way, I decided to 
show Don the trees. He identified them as being the Sweet Quandong, © 

Santalum acutinatum, and he told me they were a new species for the Wellsford 
Forest. -There are about fourteen trees there, ranging in age from 
approximately 5 to 20 years old, at a guess, although the Dodder laurel is 
killing two of the trees. Anyone wishing to inspect the trees should contact 
either myself or Don. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, JULY 1984 MEETING 


Highlights - Two Water Whistle-duck at May Swamp 
- Banded Landrail in a garden at Maiden Gully 
- Cattle Egret at Eddington 


The Meeting 

Mr Keith Richards showed a fine selection of his 2.25" square colour slides 
to one of the largest audiences yet to attend a Bird Observers Group meeting. 
The 65 people included a number of newcomers, some coming from as far 

afield as Castlemaine. The quality of the large format slides was incredible, 
and the number of. different bird.species.made it a very enjoyable evening. 

A vote of thanks was given by John Lindner. The bird of the night was the 
White-fronted Chat,Ephthianura albifrons. 


Observations 

The number of reported sightings was down on those of previous months, 
probably because members are’ not CONS as much bard watching now that the 
colder weather has arrived. 

On lst June a pair of Water Whistleducks. (also known as Diving Whistle-duck) 
were seen in flight at May Swamp and the distinctive underwing pattern was 
noted. This species is much rarer in this district than the Grass Whistling 
Duck (also known as the Plumed Whistle-duck). 

On the 24th June a solitary Cattle Egret was seen standing - in the grass on 
the side of the road at Eddington, about 100 metres away from the Loddon 
River, 

Many species of Australian birds feed on nectar besides our recognised 
"honeyeaters", the true Honeyeaters and Lorikeets. In early June, a 
White-throated Treecreeper was cbserved probing Ironbark blossom at 
Killawarra Forest, as was an Olive-backed Oriole in the same area. Starlings 
too have been often observed recently feeding on Ironbark nectar at White 
Hills and the area immediately behind the Bendigo Railway Station. It is 
strongly suspected that House Sparrows also utilise this food source. 
Another observer has also, some years back, noted Sea SI! Parrots feeding 
on Ironbark nectar, 

A number of Noisy Friar Birds have been observed recently. In the Resvitty 
flowering Ironbark at Killawarra Forest (between Wangaratta and Yarrawonga) 
literally thousands of Friarbirds were present, with Noisy outnumbering 
Little Friarbirds. Closer to home, at Toolleen, a flock of 10-15 
Noisy Friarbirds were seen in a patch of bush where a “number of Yellow Gums 
were blossoming. 

A flock of Black-tailed Native Hens were seen at the Bendigo Sewerage Farm 
recently. On the same day a Peregrine Falcon was seen there perched on a 
dead tree. This rare species is seen at the Sewerage Farm quite often. 

Four Little Cuckoo Shrikes were noted at Crosbie Forest on a fine sunny 
June day, flying together in a northerly’ direction. 

One Banded Landrail was observed bathing in a bird bath in a Maiden Gully 
garden on a fine cold June day. This bird usually rarely seen due to its 
shyness rather than’ its rarity can,. at times, become. remarkably confiding 
and, on occasicns in a Strathfieldsaye garden, would follow a motor mower 
in tHe same manner as fowls would follow someone with a bowl of wheat. 
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AUGUST EXCURSION 
Sunday August 19th, Seymour area 


ITINERARY 
Preceed to Seymour via Heathcote (100 km). 


Seymour Bushland Park 


Arrive 10.30 approx. Located just east of the town. Dr. Colin Officer told 
us about the reservation of this piece of bush at the May meeting. 

Natural regeneration and tree planting are changing the area back to its 
former state. There is a walking trail, with a pamphlet describing flora 
and fauna. Depart 11.30 approx. 


Trawool Valley 


Arrive 12.00 approx. Located 10 km east of Seymour, on the Goulburn River. 
The valley has a National Trust landscape classification, although all 
the properties are provately owned. Bird life is abundant. We will have 
lunch right at the start of the valley. It has been suggested that we walk 
up the road, rather than drive. 


MEETING PLACE 
9.00 am, outside Education Dept., Havlin Street. 


LEADERS 
Bendigo: John Lindner 
Seymour: Dr. Colin Officer 


WHAT TO BRING : 
Warm clothes and waterproofs, binoculars, picnic lunch and afternoon tea. 
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MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP: REPORT OF JULY MEETING 


"American Opossums" was the topic of the guest speaker, Peter Pridmore, 

a Ph.D. student at the University of Michigan. Peter, a native Victorian, 
was in Bendigo to visit his parents who. have recently moved here. 

He has been studying the climbing ability of several species of Opossum 
from Central and South America. Peter showed members of the mammal group 
pictures of Monodelphis domestica, a small, ground dwelling insectivorous 
marsupial similar to antechinus, and Caluromys derbianus, a large arboreal, 
woolly opossum about the size of the common ringtail possum. He 

described their different abilities to walk along small branches. He also 
showed slides of Marmosa sp. a South American tree dwelling opossum; 
Chironectes sp., the only aquatic marsupial; and Lutreolina sp. a large 
otter-like opossum which is carnivorous but not a particularily good swimmer. 


Next meeting - August 16 at Holsworth's, 13 Nabilla Cres. Bendigo (43 4063). 
The topic for the evening will be Antechinus sp. reproduction, 
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CONSTITUTION FOR THE CONSERVATION GROUP 


1. The name of the Group shall be "The Conservation Group of the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club" (hereinafter referred to as the "Group"). 


2. The Group shall be part of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club 

(hereinafter referred to as ‘the "Club") and shall be bound by the 

constitution of the Club, except as hereinafter provided (Refer to 
Rule 22(iv) of the Club's constitution). 


3. The aim of the group shall be: 


(a) To collect and compile information important to the conservation, 
preservation and management of fauna, flora, ecosystems and natural 
landscape features. 

(b) To maintain contacts with other conservation organizations. 

(c) To prepare conservation reports and submissions to POyeaaione 
and private organizations. 

(a) To keep members of the Club apprized of conservation issues . 
by providing information and advise the committee. 

(e) To promote public understanding and support for conservatioh issues. 


4, The ErotD shall consist of interested members of the Club. 


5. Meetings of the Group will be open to all members of the Club. 

The dates and venues of ordinary meetings shall be published in "Whirrakee" 
and advance notice shall be given of important or controversial issues on 
the agenda. At any ordinary meeting five members shall form a quorum. 


6. Public statements by the Group on conservation policy matters shall 
be in the name of the Club and shall be approved by the committee, or 
where that is not possible because of time SasPiag eats then by the 
President or his nominee. 


7. Finance shall be through the Club Treasurer as set down by the 
Club's constitution. 


8. Control of meetings shall be vested in the elected Chairman who shall 
conduct the meetings expeditiously and according to generally accepted 
conventions. Minutes of meetings and correspondence shall be kept, 


9, The office bearers of the group shall be a Chairman, Vice-chairman, 
and Secretary. 


(Reproduced for the information of members) 


12. 
NOTES FROM COMMITTEE MEETING OF 25.7.1984 


1. Progress on Incorporating the Club is proceeding. We are now ina 
position to run off copies of the new Rules for members to peruse. 


2. The Committee decided to write to the Victorian Field Naturalists Club 
offering to exchange copies of "Whirrakee" for copies of "The Victorian 
Naturalist". 


3. After the recent rain it is hoped that we can now go ahead and plant the 
Creeping Boobialla, Whipstick form, cuttings propagated by Peter Ellis, 
in the Egerton forest, as previously arranged. ' 


4, In response to correspondence received, the committee passed a motion 
approving the draft description of Eriostemon verrucosus Semmens Double 
Waxflower, as received from the Australian Cultivar Registration Authority. 


5. It was also decided that we write to W.V.F.N.C.A. suggesting that 
Cliff Beauglehole be nominated for consideration in the Conservation 
section of the B.H.P. Pursuit of Excellence Award. 


6. A trial period of September, October and November for mid-week 
excursions to local areas for retired and otherwise available members 
was suggested, : 


7. Subscription rates are to be discussed at the next committee meeting. 


8. It was suggested that we should have our sets of the 'Green Newsletter! 
and Whirrakee Vols. 1-4 bound. This is to be investigated further, 


9. In an effort to cut down on time at General Meetings, it was decided 
that the Minutes be published in Whirrakee, in the new Club’ year. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


1, The Bird Observer No. 629 June 84 

2. E.C.0.S. No. 40 Winter 84 

- Ballarat F.N.C. News Sheet June 84 

. Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No. 217 June 84 

. A.C.F. Newsletter Vol. 16 No. 5 June 84 
Habitat Vol. 12 No. 3 June 84 

. Sunraysia B.0.C. Newsletters Vol.2 Nos. 7 & 8 
. V.N.P.A. Newsletter Vol. 3 No. 5 June 84 

» Parkwatch No. 137 Winter 84 
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NOTICE OF MOTION FOR GENERAL MEETING OF AUGUST 1984 


"That the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club be incorporated under the 
Associations Incorporation Act 1981, and that the proposed Rules* for the | 
Association become the Constitution of the Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club Incorporated," 

Moved: W. Holsworth 


* The Committee has prepared a revised set of rules (based on the existing 
B.F.N.C. Constitution) which is in accordance with the requirements of the 
Associations Incorporation Act. Copies will be tabled at the August 
General Meeting. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


Office bearers for 1983-1984 


PRESIDENT - Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRES IDENT John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
SECRETARY Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 0521 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673 
TREASURER Helene Boon <amarooka ;' 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demec - Kamarooka 36 9226 
‘EXCURSION ORGANISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.,Cal.Gully 46 8736 
ASSISTANT EDITOR Victoria Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.,Bendigo 43 7673 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested. in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and children $6.00. 

Whirrakee subscription only, $10.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
Meetings start at 7.30 pm., and conclude with supper. 

The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assemb ly point for excursions is pateide the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Pull day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in 
a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups :- 


‘The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the firs+ Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 
Secretary: Harvey Rich 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at 
the Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless OR ETRE 
announced). 

Convenor: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington 43 5965 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on the third Tuesday of each month, at 8.00 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 

President: Chris Bunn, Averys Rd., Eaglehawk 46 8141 

Secretary: Don Franklin, C/o Ascot Lodge Caravan Park, Epsom. 


The MAMMAL. SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 O16 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


- DIARY - 


MEETINGS 
August 8 Speaker: Kevin Ritchie, Forestry Extension Officer, 
Dept. of Conservation, Forests and Lands, Bendigo. 

Topic: Encouraging growing trees on farms in Victoria, with 
comparisons to private tree growing and Government 
assistance for this activity in the United States, 
as seen by Kevin during a visit to the U.S.A. 
last year. 

Sept. 12. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Presidential Address: Eric Wilkinson will give a talk on 

"The Granite Hills of North Central Victoria", mainly con 9 

geological and geomorphological aspects, but with some —® 

reference to their distinctive botanical associations, e Q 
and relation of this to the geology. a 
Oct. 10 BOTANY WORKSHOP, to be organised by Botany Group 
EXCURSIONS 
W/E Aug W.V.F.N.C.A. August Meeting and Campout, at KULKI KULKI 
10-12 SCOUT CAMP, WOOD WOOD, hosted by Mid Murray F.N.T. (Details 
can be obtained from p.17 of last month's Whirrakee.) 
Sun. Aug.19* SEYMOUR-TRAWOOL, including Seymour Bushland Reserve. 

Leader: Dr. Colin Officer. 

*% Note change of date from that advertised in cies to avoid 

clashing with the Western Victorian F.N.C. Association meeting. 

“Meet at Havlin St. at .9.00 am. Details on p.10. 
Sun.Sept.16 ' KAMAROOKA REFERENCE AREA 
Leaders: Jack Kellam, Jack Ipsen, 
Meet at Havlin St. at 10.00 am 
W/E Sept. 
22-23 MOUNT KORONG CAMPOUT 5 
: Leader: Eric Wilkinson. The main DUTBGse of this” campout will 
be further botanical exploration, as a follow up to the flora 
survey commenced last year. Details of the campsite are 
“on p. 5. 
Sun.Sept.30 JACKASS FLAT - WORKING BEE / EXCURSION ; 
: This date has been set aside to replace the July 22 Working Bee, 

which was a non- event due to vans and.an. attendance of two 

people. 

Arrangements will be as announced for July 22. : 

Sun, (85 14 KIMBOLTON EDUCATION AREA he 
. Leaders: Jack Kellam, Jack Ipsen. ; ny 
CONSERVATION GROUP | ® 
Tues. Aug.21 Please check with Chris Bunn, 46 8141, for details of venue. 
MAMMAL SURVEY ae 

Thurs. Aug. 16 8.00 pm at Holsworth's home, 13 Navilla Cres., Kemue ious 

“Topic: Reproduction in Antechinus species. 

BOTANY GROUP ; 
Fri. Aug. 24 7.30 pm Biology Lab., B.C.A.E., Edwards Rd. ne 


Topic: Wattles. Speaker: Tom Patullo. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Sept.7 
Sat.Sept.8 


7.30 pm Dept. of aati ee Epsom. Annual General Meeting. 
Half day outing starting at 9.00 am from Educ.Dept.Havlin St. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Wed. Aug.15 


8.00 pm Eric Wilkinson's home, 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully. 


